
NOTICE OF PENALTIES 
STUDENTS CONVICTED OF POSSESSION OR SALE OF DRUGS 

 

A federal or state drug conviction (but not a local or municipal conviction) can disqualify a student for 

FSA funds. The student self-certifies in applying for aid that he is eligible; you’re not required to confirm 

this unless you have conflicting information.  

 

The chart below illustrates the period of ineligibility for FSA funds, depending on whether the conviction 

was for sale or possession and whether the student had previous offenses. (A conviction for sale of drugs 

includes convictions for conspiring to sell drugs.)  

 

Possession of Illegal Drugs Sale of Illegal Drugs 

1st Offense 1 year from date of 
conviction 

2 years from date of 
conviction 

2nd Offense 2 years from date of 
conviction 

Indefinite Period 

3+ Offense Indefinite Period Indefinite Period 
 

If the student was convicted of both possessing and selling illegal drugs, and the periods of ineligibility 

are different, the student will be ineligible for the longer period. Schools must provide each student who 

becomes ineligible for FSA funds due to a drug conviction a clear and conspicuous written notice of his 

loss of eligibility and the methods whereby he can become eligible again. 

 

Federal Trafficking Penalties 
 

Federal Trafficking Penalties for Schedules I, II, III, IV, and V (except Marijuana) 

Schedule Substance/Quantity Penalty Substance/Quantity Penalty 

II Cocaine 
500-4999 grams 
mixture 

First Offense: Not 
less than 5 yrs. and 
not more than 40 

yrs.  If death or 
serious bodily injury, 

not less than 20 yrs. 
or more than life. 
Fine of not more 
than $5 million if an 
individual, $25 
million if not an 

individual.   

Second Offense: 

Not less than 10 yrs. 
and not more than 

life. If death or 
serious bodily injury, 
life imprisonment. 

Cocaine 
5 kilograms or more 
mixture 

First Offense: Not 
less than 10 yrs. and 
not more than life. 

 If death or serious 
bodily injury, not 

less than 20 yrs. or 
more than life.  Fine 
of not more than $10 
million if an 
individual, $50 
million if not an 

individual.  

Second Offense: 

Not less than 20 yrs, 
and not more than 

life.  If death or 
serious bodily injury, 
life imprisonment. 

II Cocaine Base 
28-279 grams mixture 

Cocaine Base 
280 grams or more 
mixture 

II Fentanyl 
40-399 grams mixture 

Fentanyl 
400 grams or more 
mixture 

I Fentanyl Analogue 
10-99 grams mixture 

Fentanyl Analogue 
100 grams or more 
mixture 

I Heroin 
100-999 grams 

mixture 

Heroin 
1 kilogram or more 

mixture 

I LSD  
1-9 grams mixture 

LSD 
10 grams or more 
mixture 



II Methamphetamine 
5-49 grams pure or 

50-499 grams mixture 

 Fine of not more 
than $8 million if an 

individual, $50 
million if not an 
individual. 

Methamphetamine 
50 grams or more pure 

or 500 grams or more 
mixture 

Fine of not more 
than $20 million if an 

individual, $75 
million if not an 
individual. 

2 or More Prior 
Offenses: Life 
imprisonment.  Fine 
of not more than $20 
million if an 
individual, $75 

million if not an 

individual. 

II PCP 
10-99 grams pure or 

100-999 grams 
mixture 

PCP 
100 grams or more 

pure 
or 1 kilogram or more 
mixture 

          

Substance/Quantity Penalty 

Any Amount Of Other Schedule I 
& II Substances  

First Offense: Not more than 20 yrs.  If death or serious bodily 
injury, not less than 20 yrs. or more than Life.  Fine $1 million if an 
individual, $5 million if not an individual. 

Second Offense: Not more than 30 yrs.  If death or serious bodily 
injury, life imprisonment.  Fine $2 million if an individual, $10 
million if not an individual. 

Any Drug Product Containing 

Gamma Hydroxybutyric Acid 

Flunitrazepam (Schedule IV) 
1 Gram or less 

Any Amount Of Other Schedule 

III Drugs 

First Offense: Not more than 10 yrs.  If death or serious bodily 

injury, not more that 15 yrs.  Fine not more than $500,000 if an 
individual, $2.5 million if not an individual. 

Second Offense: Not more than 20 yrs.  If death or serious injury, 
not more than 30 yrs.  Fine not more than $1 million if an 
individual, $5 million if not an individual. 

Any Amount Of All Other 
Schedule IV Drugs (other than 
one gram or more of 
Flunitrazepam) 

First Offense: Not more than 5 yrs.  Fine not more than $250,000 
if an individual, $1 million if not an individual.  

Second Offense: Not more than 10 yrs.  Fine not more than 
$500,000 if an individual, $2 million if other than an individual. 

Any Amount Of All Schedule V 

Drugs 

First Offense: Not more than 1 yr.  Fine not more than $100,000 

if an individual, $250,000 if not an individual. 

Second Offense: Not more than 4 yrs.  Fine not more than 
$200,000 if an individual, $500,000 if not an individual. 

 

Federal Trafficking Penalties for Marijuana, Hashish and Hashish Oil, Schedule I Substances 

Marijuana 
1,000 kilograms or 
more marijuana 

mixture or 1,000 or 
more marijuana 

plants 

First Offense: Not less than 10 yrs. or more than life. If death or serious bodily 
injury, not less than 20 yrs., or more than life. Fine not more than $10 million if an 
individual, $50 million if other than an individual. 

Second Offense: Not less than 20 yrs. or more than life.  If death or serious bodily 
injury, life imprisonment.  Fine not more than $20 million if an individual, $75 million 

if other than an individual. 

Marijuana 
100 to 999 

First Offense: Not less than 5 yrs. or more than 40 yrs.  If death or serious bodily 
injury, not less than 20 yrs. or more than life.  Fine not more than $5 million if an 



kilograms 
marijuana mixture 

or 100 to 999 
marijuana  plants 

individual, $25 million if other than an individual. 

Second Offense: Not less than 10 yrs. or more than life.  If death or serious bodily 
injury, life imprisonment.  Fine not more than $8 million if an individual, $50million if 
other than an individual. 

Marijuana  
50 to 99 kilograms 
marijuana mixture,  
50 to 99 marijuana 

plants 

First Offense: Not more than 20 yrs.  If death or serious bodily injury, not less than 
20 yrs. or more than life.  Fine $1 million if an individual, $5 million if other than an 
individual. 

Second Offense: Not more than 30 yrs.  If death or serious bodily injury, life 
imprisonment. Fine $2 million if an individual, $10 million if other than an individual. Hashish 

More than 10 

kilograms  

Hashish Oil 
More than 1 

kilogram 

Marijuana 
less than 50 
kilograms 

marijuana (but 
does not include 50 
or more marijuana 
plants regardless 
of  weight) 

1 to 49 marijuana 
plants 

First Offense: Not more than 5 yrs.  Fine not more than $250,000, $1 million if 
other than an individual. 

Second Offense: Not more than 10 yrs.  Fine $500,000 if an individual, $2 million if 
other than individual. 

Hashish 
10 kilograms or less  

Hashish Oil 
1 kilogram or less 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Florida Statute; Chapter 893, Section 13: A person may not sell, manufacture, or deliver, or possess 
with intent to sell, manufacture, or deliver, a controlled substance in, on, or within 1,000 feet of the 
real property comprising a public or private college, university, or other postsecondary educational 
institution.  State penalties differ by offence and circumstance.   
 
 

SELL, MANUFACTURE, DELIVER, OR POSSESSION WITH INTENT TO SELL, 

MANUFACTURE OR DELIVER A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE IN SPECIFIED 

LOCATIONS — 893.13(1)(c)–(f) and (h) 

CATEGORY ONE CATEGORY TWO FLA. STAT. INS. NO. 

Sale, Manufacture, or 

Delivery of a controlled 

substance, if Sale, 

Manufacture, or Delivery is 

charged  

 893.13(1)(a) 25.2 

Possession of a Controlled 

Substance, if Possession with 

Intent to Sell, Manufacture, or 

Deliver is charged 

 893.13(6) 25.7 

 

1. A controlled substance named or described in s. 893.03(1)(a), (1)(b), (1)(d), (2)(a), (2)(b), or (2)(c)4. 

commits a felony of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 

2. A controlled substance named or described in s. 893.03(1)(c), (2)(c)1., (2)(c)2., (2)(c)3., (2)(c)5., 

(2)(c)6., (2)(c)7., (2)(c)8., (2)(c)9., (3), or (4) commits a felony of the second degree, punishable as 

provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 

3. Any other controlled substance, except as lawfully sold, manufactured, or delivered, must be 

sentenced to pay a $500 fine and to serve 100 hours of public service in addition to any other penalty 

prescribed by law. 

 

https://www.lawserver.com/law/state/florida/statutes/florida_statutes_893-03
https://www.lawserver.com/law/state/florida/statutes/florida_statutes_775-082
https://www.lawserver.com/law/state/florida/statutes/florida_statutes_775-083
https://www.lawserver.com/law/state/florida/statutes/florida_statutes_775-084
https://www.lawserver.com/law/state/florida/statutes/florida_statutes_893-03
https://www.lawserver.com/law/state/florida/statutes/florida_statutes_775-082
https://www.lawserver.com/law/state/florida/statutes/florida_statutes_775-083
https://www.lawserver.com/law/state/florida/statutes/florida_statutes_775-084

